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For the last fve years, Gallup has surveyed a national sampling of 75,000 college graduates to understand their post-college

"well-being and workplace engagement." The survey asks questions related to how much people like what they do each day,

how strong and supportive their relationships are, their fnancial stability, their physical states and how much they like and feel

safe where they live.

Recently, the survey company did the same specifcally for graduates of Western Governors University. The university is known
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for catering to nontraditional students with an untraditional educational model; it's entirely online and uses competency-based

education, which allows students to move through courses as quickly as they can demonstrate their mastery of the material. For

the comparison, Gallup analyzed data from WGU undergraduate alumni who received their degrees between 2013 and 2018,

and compared it to a national representation of graduates from private, nonproft institutions and public universities during the

same years. The WGU respondents were older (43 versus 30 on average), primarily female (63 percent compared to 53

percent), more likely to be frst-generation college graduates (61 percent compared to 35 percent) and more likely to be white

(83 percent compared to 66 percent).

In particular, the researchers found that two experiences were more common for students attending WGU than other

institutions. Two-thirds (67 percent) had mentors who encouraged them to pursue their goals, compared to a third (35 percent)

nationally. And 81 percent had a job or internship that allowed them to apply what they were learning (compared 58 percent

nationally).

Advertisement  The article continues below.
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How well current work is related to undergraduate major (Source: "Great Jobs, Great Lives — Gallup Study of Recent Western Governors
University Alumni" from Gallup)

WGU graduates also had higher ratings for their well-being across the board. Fifty-seven percent were likely to be thriving in

their careers (compared to 38 percent nationally). They reported stronger social lives (50 percent versus 44 percent); sturdier

fnancial situations (44 percent compared to 26 percent); better community engagement (43 percent versus 33 percent); and

better physical well-being (28 percent compared to 24 percent).

The research also found that on average, WGU graduates had borrowed about half the amount college graduates nationally

had borrowed to fnish their degrees, and were almost twice as likely to consider their degrees worth the cost (72 percent versus

40 percent).

The entire report of survey results is available with registration on the Gallup website.

https://www.gallup.com/education/248612/great-jobs-great-lives.aspx
https://www.gallup.com/education/248612/great-jobs-great-lives.aspx
https://www.gallup.com/home.aspx
https://www.gallup.com/education/248612/great-jobs-great-lives.aspx


Survey: Competency-Based Model Excels for Nontraditionals -- Campus Technology

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/23/survey-competency-based-model-excels-for-nontraditionals.aspx[5/24/19, 7:11:39 AM]

Webcasts
IBM SPSS Statistics for Academic Institutions
 04/03/19

VIEW MORE WEBCASTS

Whitepapers
Using Video to Drive Student Success – Full webinar
recording with Odessa College

VIEW MORE WHITEPAPERS

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Dian Schaffhauser is a senior contributing editor for 1105 Media's education publications THE Journal and Campus Technology .
She can be reached at dian@dischaffhauser.com or on Twitter @schaffhauser.


https://campustechnology.com/webcasts/list/webinars.aspx
https://campustechnology.com/webcasts/2018/06/ibm-spss-statistics-for-academic-061418.aspx?tc=page0
https://campustechnology.com/webcasts/list/webinars.aspx
https://campustechnology.com/whitepapers/list/whitepapers.aspx
https://campustechnology.com/whitepapers/2019/01/techsmith-using-video-to-drive-student-sucess-011519.aspx?tc=page0
https://campustechnology.com/whitepapers/2019/01/techsmith-using-video-to-drive-student-sucess-011519.aspx?tc=page0
https://campustechnology.com/whitepapers/list/whitepapers.aspx
mailto:dian@dischaffhauser.com
http://twitter.com/schaffhauser


Survey: Competency-Based Model Excels for Nontraditionals -- Campus Technology

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/23/survey-competency-based-model-excels-for-nontraditionals.aspx[5/24/19, 7:11:39 AM]

MOST POPULAR
ARTICLES

9 Amazing Uses for VR and

AR in College Classrooms

First Wave of Carnegie
Mellon Learning Tools Now
Available

New CC Search Offers One-
Stop Access to 300 Million
Images

SAS Debuts New Education
Offerings

Non-Degree Credentials
Boost Employment and Life
Outcomes

1

2

3

4

5

javascript:;
javascript:;
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/15/9-amazing-uses-for-vr-and-ar-in-college-classrooms.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/15/9-amazing-uses-for-vr-and-ar-in-college-classrooms.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/15/first-wave-of-carnegie-mellon-learning-tools-now-available.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/15/first-wave-of-carnegie-mellon-learning-tools-now-available.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/15/first-wave-of-carnegie-mellon-learning-tools-now-available.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/02/new-cc-search-offers-one-stop-access-to-300-million-images.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/02/new-cc-search-offers-one-stop-access-to-300-million-images.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/02/new-cc-search-offers-one-stop-access-to-300-million-images.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/07/sas-debuts-new-education-offerings.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/07/sas-debuts-new-education-offerings.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/15/non-degree-credentials-boost-employment-and-life-outcomes.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/15/non-degree-credentials-boost-employment-and-life-outcomes.aspx?admgarea=News
https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/15/non-degree-credentials-boost-employment-and-life-outcomes.aspx?admgarea=News


Survey: Competency-Based Model Excels for Nontraditionals -- Campus Technology

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/23/survey-competency-based-model-excels-for-nontraditionals.aspx[5/24/19, 7:11:39 AM]

Download the March/April
2019 digital edition of
Campus Technology

TRENDING
1
2
3
4

Networking & Wireless

AV & Presentation

Teaching & Learning

Flipped/Blended Learning

https://digital.1105media.com/CampusTech/2019/CAM_1903/SY_1903Q1_701924090.html
https://digital.1105media.com/CampusTech/2019/CAM_1903/SY_1903Q1_701924090.html
https://digital.1105media.com/CampusTech/2019/CAM_1903/SY_1903Q1_701924090.html
https://digital.1105media.com/CampusTech/2019/CAM_1903/SY_1903Q1_701924090.html
https://campustechnology.com/articles/list/networking-wireless.aspx
https://campustechnology.com/articles/list/av-presentation.aspx
https://campustechnology.com/articles/list/21st-century-teaching-learning.aspx
https://campustechnology.com/articles/list/distance-learning.aspx


Survey: Competency-Based Model Excels for Nontraditionals -- Campus Technology

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/23/survey-competency-based-model-excels-for-nontraditionals.aspx[5/24/19, 7:11:39 AM]

CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Sign up for our
newsletter.
Email Address

Country

Select primary job title/function

Select place of work

I agree to this site's Privacy
Policy.

Click to Select One

Click to Select One

Click to Select One

https://1105media.com/privacy.html
https://1105media.com/privacy.html


Survey: Competency-Based Model Excels for Nontraditionals -- Campus Technology

https://campustechnology.com/articles/2019/05/23/survey-competency-based-model-excels-for-nontraditionals.aspx[5/24/19, 7:11:39 AM]

© 2001-2019 1105 MEDIA INC, ED-TECH GROUP.

PRIVACY POLICY COOKIE POLICY

MANAGE SUBSCRIPTIONS ADVERTISE

CONTACT SITEMAP

MAGAZINE ARCHIVES FEEDBACK

LICENSING/REPRINTS EDITORIAL CALENDAR

TERMS OF USE LIST RENTAL

6300 CANOGA AVE.,  SUITE 1150,  WOODLAND HILLS, CA 91367  PHONE: (818) 814-5277  FAX: (818) 734-1522

http://www.1105media.com/privacy.aspx
https://1105media.com/pages/cookie-policy.aspx
http://campustechnology.com/forms/ct-subscription.aspx
https://1105mediaedu.com/pages/campus-technology.aspx
http://campustechnology.com/pages/contact-us.aspx
http://campustechnology.com/pages/sitemap.aspx
https://campustechnology.com/pages/digital-editions.aspx
mailto:bnagel@1105media.com?subject=CampusTechnology
http://www.1105reprints.com/
https://1105mediaedu.com/pages/campus-technology/editorial-calendar.aspx
http://1105media.com/terms.html
https://www.meritdirect.com/1105-media/

	campustechnology.com
	Survey: Competency-Based Model Excels for Nontraditionals -- Campus Technology


	Itbm9udHJhZGl0aW9uYWxzLmFzcHgA: 
	form1: 
	ph_header2_3$txtSearch: 
	ph_header2_3$btnSearch: 
	input5: 
	txtEMAILADR: 
	select1: []
	select1_(1): []
	select1_(1)_(2): []




